DISSENTERS o«& IRELAND 


Confider'd, 
In Reference to the SACRAMENTAL TEST. 


Have ever been of an Opinion, That a bare Faſe to tender Conſciences, 
was not the thing the Diſſenters aimied at , and that a Bill ro that pur- 


poſe would not pleaſe them, unleſs they might have Liberty to come 
intn (Who nnd Toaplog=omce Aud wyuw oa. Ienpin ils Myncry 1S dif- 


covered, by the Author of the Caſe of the Protefflant Difſenters in Tre- 
land; who tells us, That*tis Dangerous and Znreaſonable to lay ſuch Reftraints 
upon them, as to incapacitate them for Imployments; that it will be rather an 
Hardſhip than a Favoar, and will put them into worſe Circamſtances than they 
are at preſent. | | 

If the Author of the Caſe had confider'd the Matter, without any byaſs 
to his own Party, and how much the Eſtabliſhed Church and Religion is like 
to loſe, by their conceſſions to Diſſenters, in point ot Indulgence, he muſt 
have thought it Reaſonable; That the Members of it, ſhould have ſome <quiz 
valent for their Loſſes, and would not have pronounced ſuch hard Things , 
concerning the Sacramental Teff, which is the only Reſtraint that troubles 
them, and tlie ſtrongeſt Security that the Church hath. 

I preſume, There is a general inclination in all ſober Perſons, to Grant Eaſe 
to tencer Confciences, in matter of Religion, as far as it is conſiſtent with 
the Peace of the Civil, and the Security of the Eccleſiaſtical Government ; 
and it is very certain, That as the external profeſſion of Religion, and the 
inzoyment cf Civil and Milicary Offices, are things of a very different Nature, 
ſo the Deiſſenters may injoy the one, without defiring to be admitted to 
the other : And ſince they are not fatisfied withour both, they give us juſt 
Reaſon of f{anding upon our Guard, and to be wary of what conceſſions are 
granted rhem, left they turn ro our own Prejudice-: We have felt the rough- 
neſs of their Hands, when they were in Power, and have'no invitation tocry 


their goood Nature a ſecond time, by putting them into a capacity of doing 
us Miſchic!. 
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I ſhall not enter into any Debate, with the Author of the Caſe, upon the 
ot Head; Viz. That ehey ſhould have a Bill for full Security in the free exer-. 
ciſe of Religion, if that would content them: For I think it reaſonabic and fic 
to Grant it, as far as it is conſiſtent with the Peace of the State, and the Se- 
curicy of the Church by Law Eſtabliſhed : Tho', by the way, there was a 
time, when they, that plead now fo ſtrongly for Toleration, did formerly con- 
demn it, as unlawſul, when they were in Power, and would not al:ow it to 
others: That which I have to Offer, is on the Second Head ; That Mode/?ly 
raxeth the Sacramental Teſt, cs a thing hard and unreaſonable to preſs upon them, 
bur if it can be made appear, that the Eftabliſhed Church ot 7re/and ſhould have 
ſome Security, that She oughc to have moce Security, than the Uhurch of 
England hath, in her 47 of gpdulgence, thar the Sacramente! Teſt, is fit to be 
inſiſted on, as one Branch of her Security : Ihope ict will not be chought un- 
reaſonable in the Church Party, ro deſire it, and thar, if the Honourable Par- 
liament thinks it nor fic to give themany higher Securicy, they will ar leaſt 
think it reaſonable not to przciude them the benefit of this, whichis ſo necel- 
dary to the ſupport of Her Conſticutions. 

Firft, Ic is reaſonable that the Eſtabliſhed Church and Her Members ſhould 
: have ſome Security : Firſt, becauſe there is no State or Government where 
if Toleration, or Indulgence, to Men of dificrent Perſwafions, is 21lowed, bur 
| taketh a care to ſecure the Religion and Worſhip of the Stare againſt all Dif- 
ſenters from it : They will not ſuffer the Religion of rhe Stare ro be Preached 
apainſt in Publick, nor the Magpiſtracy to be potſcſſed by Diſſenters: All that 
they are allowed, is ſreedomof Trade, and exemption, from ſuffering in point 
of Conſcience: 'Tis fo in Holland, in Switzerland, andin the ſeveral Principa- 


lities in Germany, where Indulgence is aliowed. Szcondly, The Church of 
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Security, and may therefore reaſonably expect 2n equivalent for them : She 
parts with Her two Atts of niformity, which the Wiſdom of former Parliz- 
ments thought necellary, for the Security of Her Worſhip : Andit is expet- 
cd; Thar ſeveral ef Her Articles, that fenced in Her Dottrine, ſhou!d be 
quitted in favour to Diſſenters: Yiz, The 27th i» complyance to the Anabaptiſts : 
The 39th in favenr 7s the Quakers: The 34,35, 35ti:, together with the Clauſe 
in the 2oth Article,in favour fo all Diſſenters : Nay, fome of thele Articles are 
not the peculiar DoQrine of the Church of Erg/and, as ſhe flands divided 
from other Communions, bur they are the common Doctrines of Chriſtiani- 
ty in general; I mean the 27th Article, re/ating to [:fant Baptiſm ; the diſpen- 
ſing with which ſcems to me, to be the quitting ot the Cauſe of the whole 
Catholick Church. 

Secondly, The Church of 7reland hath Reaſon to inſiſt on, and expe more 
Security, than the Church of Exg/and hath : Becauſe, Her Circumſlances and 
Condition is very ditterent from Hers, by Reafon of the growing Power and 
Intereſt of the Britiſh among vs, and the Obligat'-1n they take ro lye upon 
them, of maintaining the Solemn League and Covenant. 

'Tis well known, That the Britiſh are already poſteſied of near one fourth 
part of the Kingdom, that they have fpread themſelves into other Provinces, 
and that there are ſrequent Colonies coming out of Scer/end to carry on the 
Plantation of the Party: That the Commensare. generally tond of the Solemn 
Leaoue and Covenant, and retain an AﬀeCtion for it (though the Nobility 
and Gentry are otherwiſe affeted) That by the Second Article of the Co: 
venant, they are bound to endeavour,without reſpect of Perſons, the extirpa- 
tion of Prelacy as well as Popery : That the Aſſembly in their gy a 
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have declared, That a falſe Worſhip is not to be Tolerated, that they judge 
ours to be ſuch - Thar the Kirk of Scotland hath Acted in purſuance to theſe 
Dodrincs, ſince His Majeſties happy Acceſſion to the Crown, and would llow 
no Toleration ro the Church Party in Scotland, tho' they received ſeveral Meſ- 
fapes trom His Majeſty, in favour of their Perſecuted Brethren : So that by 
tacle Dottrines and Practices ; *tis eafie to infer, what ſort of Uſage we are 
to expect from them, if they had the Power in their own Hands, and they 
cannot think it unreafonable , that ſome ſtop ſhould be pur to that Power, 
which when once graſped, will put them upon the Execution of their Princi- 
pics, without any reſpect to Age, Sex, or Condition : No State did ever yet 
put its Subjes, into Places of Truft and Power, that thought themſelves ob- 
lied in Conſcience to overturn its Conſtitutions, and if ours conſents to it , 
it will be the ficſt, and rhe only one, that ever did it : Indeed, if by any Pub- 
lick Authentick Act, they would declare, either againſt the Second Articleof 
the Covenant, or the Clauſe in the Afſemblies Catechiſm, it would be ſome 
Motive, to the Church Party to lay afide their Jealouſies : Bur till that be done 
they have no Reaſon, to be offended with their Brethren of the Church of 
treland, tor deſiring fuch a Security, as may be conſiſtent with their future 
Satery. 

Thirdly, The Sacramevutal Teft is fit and reaſonable, to be inſiſted on, as 
one Branch of the Churches Security : Firſt, Becauſe it ſeems conſonant to 
Reaſon, That, if the Difſenters in /re/and be Eſtabliſhed upon the fame foot 
of Indulgence wichrheir Brethren in E»g/az4,the Church Party, ſhould be Eſta- 
bliſhed upon rhe ſame foot of Securiry,with the Church of Erg/and : Secondly, 
Becauſe ic is deſigned for two good Ends and Purpoſes. Firit, To Reconcile” 


them to a good opinion of the conſtitutions of the Church, by obliging chem 
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clude them,the capacity of doing themſelves and us Michict,by admitting them 
to places of Truſt and Power : To periwade the Church Party to lay this Teſt 
aſide, is cvery way as unreaſonable, as if the French King ſhould perfwade 
the Dutch, to break down all their Dikes, and diſmantle their Garriſons, 
which are cheir great Strength and Security againſt his Incroachments. 

Nor will the ObjeQions apainſt it bs of avy moment wich him, that confiders 
theſe toilowing Particulars. | 

Firit, That che Sacramental Teſt, was deſigned apainſt the Diſſenters, as 
well as the Papiſts : Becauſe, The Government of England thought it ſelf, in 
equa! Danger jxom them both : And tho” the Title of the Act may ſeem to 
{avour ihe Objection, yet really it doth not; for *cis well known ro them that 
arc vcricd in Laws, that fair and ſpecious Titles, are frequently put co Acts, 
to make them paſs more eaſily with the people. 

Sccondly, That ſuch a TYeit is not againſt the common Proteſtant intereſt 
of Hreland: Ic will neither diſcourage Foreigners from Plancing here, nor weak? 
en the Hinds of our own Country Men, againſt thecommon Enemy: Icwill 
not diſcouraze Foreigners, who defire no more than freedom of: Trade, and 
Liberty of Conſcience ; Withelſs the ſeveral Families that came into this King- 
dom, 1ince the paiſing of the A 14 and 15 Car. II. for Encou ent -of 
Proccitanc Scrangers : Nay, They are fo far from being diſcouraged from 
Piancing here, fo little averſe to the publick Worſhip of the Church, Thar 
they blame our Diſſenting Brethren for their Seperation, that many of them 
have United themſelves ro our Churches, and have been conſtant: Communi- 
cants in our Worſhip : Witneſs ſeveral Dutch Families, and the: French Con: 
grcgation in St. Patrick's Church, Ds4/iz : and I do not doubt, bur that more 
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of them would Conſorm, gid not our Diſlenters endeavour to ſower their 
Tempers againft the Orders of the Church; I remember the time, when the 
Diſſenters Supported and Encouraged a French Preacher, to raiſe a Schiſm in 
the French Congregation at St. Patricks: And I have been much miſinformed, 
if they have not been buſie ſince this Happy Revolution, with the French Re- 
fugccs, to perſwade them not tojoyn in Communion with our Church. 

And as the prefſing of this Teſt will notdifcourage Forcign Proteſtants, fo 
it wil not weaken the Hands of our Country Men, againſt the common Ene- 
mies of our Religion : They have other Reaſons to engage them in the com- 
mon cauſe againſt Popery, then ſuch as are derived from the hopes of Re- 
compence, by Offices and Imployments; Y7z:. The Secucicy of their Lives, 
Liberties, Etates and Poſſeſſions, the tcars of Slavery, and the hazards of 
loſing all that they enjoy Peaccably, the diſmal apprehenſions of Maſſacre, 
and the dangcrs of being Plundered of all their worldly Subſtance ; Theſe I pre- 
ſume were the preat incentives to the generous Perſons in Derry, Crum, and 
tnniskillin, to Arm themſelves in the common Cauſe of their Brethren, and 
not the uncertain hopes of enjoying Offices, and Employmeats ; which all of 
them could not pretend to, and moſt were diſappointed of, and for Which, 
many, to this day, have received no manner of Recompence, ſave only their 
Share and Part in the common Deliverance: And it theſe have been ſufficient 
motives for the time paſt, to engage themin a Defenſive War, they may, and 
witl be as urgent for the future, notwithſtanding all the Surmiſes of the DiCſ- 
ſenters Caſe to the contrary. : 

Thirdly, 'Tis agreeable ro the Judgment of the Parliament of Fagland , 
Thar the Teſt ſhould be impoſed here, becauſe they have retained it there, and 
preſerved it as a Pattern for reland to imitate; and ſince, in the AQ made in 


Enaland relating to this Kingdom, thev did nar think fir. ro #- bis obs Lnmpon 
{ſition of 1t; {Ss more than a Prelumption, That Ley thouphr ir reafonabie 


to leave Jreland toits own Liberty, in providing ſuch Security for its ſelf, as 
by the Wiſdom of its Parliament ſhould be though: convenient : Ic was their 
Work to ſecure us from thoſe Dangers, that were brought upon us by the Iriſh 
Papiſts; and ro prevent the continuance of them, in caſe x. 7. had been Re- 
ſtored ro the Throne ; but not to abridge our Liberty, ot providing for our 
felycs, in other marrers, relating to the publick Safery - And che Author might 
as well have Argued, becauſe they mentioned only the Oath of Fidclity, and 
the Teſt againit Popery, that they did therefore think the Circumſtances of 
treland, incapable of any farther Security: Nay, it will fo!low jrom his Prin- 
ciples, That they intended no Toleration for 7relaud, becauſe they ctd not 
mention it-in their Act. | 
Fourthly, The impoſing of it, is not unreaſonable. If the Diſſenters are 
better without a Bzl of Indulgence, by the tavour of His Majeſty ; 'tis their 
beſt way to ſtick to thar, and not to preſs tor it by a Law : Tho' with Sub- 
miſiion ro the Authors Politicks, 'tis much better for them to have a ſecticd 
Tolctation, than a precarious Indulgence : If they think the Teſt a clog to 
their Ambition or Liberty, they know how ro evade it, by their Degtrine of 
occaſional Communion, which ſeems to be invented to Lull the Conſcicnces 
of their undiſcerning Zealots aſleep, and to capacitate them tor Imployments - 
It ſome deſerving Men muſt loſe their preſent Imployments, and others their 
ſuturc hopes of them, by the Impoſition of the Teſt, there is a ready way tor 
them to cxtricare themſelves out of the Dilemma, by endeavouring to be bet- 
rer.informtd;' and laying afide their Nice and Greundleſs Scruples - And I pre. 
ſume, the generality of the Diſſenters are nor of fuch Tender, and _ 
Ta | | miſh 
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miſh Stomachs, bur that they cduld digeſt a much'harder Morſe!, than the Teft, 
cather than-quit' a beneficial Imployment. - (ta 

The impoſing of this, is. not to "Freat them with the ſame Ripgour, that we 
do the Papiſts, but tro Rouſe them into a conſideration of their Scruples; and 
to open a Door of Mercy and Kindneſs to chem, by laying a foundation of a 
ſincere and laſting Love, and Amity among our ſelves : And inſtead of being Of- 
ſended, they will have Reafon to thank us for doing them a doubic Benefit ar 
once, the curing the Errors of their Mind, and providing for the Neceſiities of 
thcir Fortune. 

Fifchly, The Receiving of the Sacrament may be employed, as a fit Teſt of 
admiſiion to Imployments : There was a time, when it was thought no Evil re 
uſs it as an Inſtrument of Purgation ; witneſs the Caſe of XN. Lotharins that 
purzcd his Innocency by. ir from the ſuſpition of Incontinency, and the Synod of 
Worms, that required the Monks to purge themſelves of Crimes; by the Recep- 
tion of it, and at this day no Man thinks it amiſs, on the Reception of the Ho- 
ly Sacrament; to ſay; That as he hopes for any Benefit by it, he isnor guilty of 
ſuch a Cr:me laid to his Charge. Ana it it be no proſtirution of that Holy My- 
Nery, to uſe itas a 5ymbol of Purgation; is it any Crime in the State to uſe it 
45 @ diſcrjmination berween the Good and rhe Bad, berwixe him that fears God, 
and him that fears him not; and to deny hcr Employments to thoſe, thor arc 
carelets of their Salvation. .This is not to impole it as a Pennanre on any one, 
for he is free to quit it as well as the Imployment, bur to oblige and cncourage 
kim to his Duty, by Temporal Rewards ana Pumiſhments. And if Men wi!l 
nut court ſo Holy an Ordinance, as their Priviiedpe, *cis fir tor the Srare rocom- 
pel them to it, becauſe every Government is re{ponſib'e ro God, for not ſuppreC 
Fig the Inmmoraitties of irs Subjects. . It Men will venture upon the Sacrament, 
rarher than want Imployments, the Faulr is nor in rhe Teſt, bur in their own 
corrupt Hearts, that will chuſe rather to Prophane the Tabie than want Bread, as 
the Author ſpeaks. 

But becauſe the Author ſlides from this, to the Mode or Geſture of Receiy: 
ing; and tells us, That ir doch not deſerve to have that ſtreſs layed upon it, as 
to be made the foundation of fo vaſt a diſtinction, in reterence ©o Civil Rires : 
b-cauſe ic is an incloſing of that Tabie, which our Lord hath left common - 
Ana becauſe the real Intercſt of Reljgion is not concerned in it - [| fhall crave the 
barry to reply theſe following Particulars. | 

Firſt, That there was a time when a thing far leſs defencivle, was made the 
foundation of ſuch a Diſtinction; I mean the Solemn League and Covenant. 
All chat reiuſed ir, were turncd out of Employments, and none ccu'd be admit- 
re! to them, that did nattake that uniawiul Covenant. They thar are fo acute 
45 fo ſpy a Mote inthe Eye of their Brethren, ſhould pluck rhe Beam our of their 
O\V 2. X | 
S2coaily, The Kneciing Poſturs, is no morean. incloſure of rhe Lords Table, 
thon the Sitting Poſture is, Which the DizeEtory: has 1njoyned ; arid fince our 
Bleſſed Saviour, has nor preſcribed the Geſture, in whici: the Elements are to be 
rcceived, *cis as lawful for our Church to preſcribe an Incloſure as for theirs. 

Thirdly, That if the Kneeling Poſture be fo Trivial a Marrec as the Author 
ſagzofis, then his Party are incxcufable, in raiſing ſuch Clamovrs abour ir, andin 
unquality ing themſelves to ferve the State, on account of a thing Which they 
cfccm a Trifle: But the Truth is, tho the Poſture ir {clf ſe mota Authoritate in- 
forentis may be indifferent ; yer, when *cisonce enjoyned by lawtul! Authoricy, ke 
inrereti of Relipion is concernc4 in the Wilful contempr of the Rules and Orders of 
te Church, becaule *tis a Hiiking ar that Authority which our BlciTzy Lord has 
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placed in the Governours of the Church.  Eithes the Church hias# a Power of 
determining indifferent things, or She has not ; if: aor, farewel al Government 
in Church and State, whoſe Commands are chiefly imployed about ſuch Marrers ; 
but if She has a Power in ſuch Things, and the Stare thinks fic ro concur with 
Her in impoſing them, chen' the Diſſenters are unreaſonable, in breaking wich 
both for a Trifle. And now *tis no hard'matter fo turn the Authors ſubſcquenr 
Reaſons on himſelf, that ſince *cis rhe Intereſt of Government, to k2ep perſons 
out of Power, that have no AfteCtions ro its Conftitutibns, ſhall a way h< o5cn 
ed ropur them into a capacity of Ruining them, would not a Wife M:n lop off 
a corrupt Mcmber, fot fcar of infecting theſounder Parts : And to ſuppoſe, rhar 
perions, who are no Friends to the Conſticutions of the Governine:t, though 
of never fo great Wiſdom and Ability, are to be admitted into the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Publick Aftairs, is in effect, to. poſtpone the publick Peace and Secrrle- 
ment, fo the Intereſt of a few private and folt defigning Perſons. 

Sixthly, The Eſtabliſhed Church wilk be endangered, if the Brll of Dndulzence 
paſſeth without the Secramental Teſt. - Indeed, it all that the Eſtabliſhed Church 
minded, wcre their Temporal Honours and Revenues, the Author 'mirhe polft- 
bly be in the Right; bur we deſire him to conſtder, That we arc morc concern- 
ed for the Miſchief of Separation, and the: good 'of 'Souls, than the hazard of 
our Tithcs and Revenues, He muſt ſuppoſe us ro be very world!y,it he thinks we 
are concerned for nothing elſe. Alaſs, what do theſe things ſignifie, in compa- 
riſon of the Suis of the People committed to our Charge; what comfort is it co 
- us, to ſee the Fruits of our Miniſtry diſappointed, and the people drawn away 
from us into Error and Diviſion, and the pernicious Conſequences rthir attend 
them 2 Whar pleafure 1s it to us, rofeeour Purſes tu'l,- and our Churches empry, 
to have the Hearts of our Flocks firſt ſtolen from us, and then the maintenance 
taken away, for want oi People to frequent our Worſhip. Formy prrr. I value 
theſe things fo lictle, That I covld be contenr rn be rectnted fo he Necefiities of 
the Apoſtles, fo thar I mighe bur live to fee a Peritd cw Sor irhcton; 211 Peace, 
and Charity once more ferled 1a the « nureh. This 'wi:$ld Þ2 a'more com{torta; 
ble, and reviving State, tlan all the Revenues of the Church are Worth. 

We are not offended, thar a tew of your Par:y, are Vimitred ro'eny a ſhare 
in the eficcts of 'His Mjeitics tavour, bar we are atrifd bt opening n Door ro let 
the whole Parry in ; we do not accule you of any unpeaceab'c Turbulcicy to 
wards your Neighbours ; but we humb!'y crave leave to ſiy, that you Mag i/ic 
the. Mcrics oft your Party too much, ind undervaius rhe Deicrts of ochers,” i 
ſaying that it was you that preſervea tlie Nation from Ruin; I prav ic: crhors 
have a ſharc in the Glory of the Action, as well as your ſctves ; for ii I am crc- 
dibly informed, there was none of your Party ingagcd-in the hazurc!ous Aftion 
at Crum, {ew or none at /risfillen, and in Derry you: had vuc a common fare 
with others in the ſaving of the Nation. What ſhall we ſay of the icveril un 
dertakings in Meux/ter, and Comnaght ; are they ro b2 imputcd ro your Party ailo,; 
no certain'y, for your ſelves being Witneſſes, you know, that many of them 
came to 7niskilien, after rhe infucceſsfulneſs oi rheir Aﬀairs in other Places ©: I 
beſcech you do nat Eclipſe the G'ory of others to pain a Splendor ro your ſerves: 
Bur give us [cave to ſay, That we have deſferve.i as weil of the Government .$ 
you have done; and have as juſt pretences' to Sccuriry, a* you have to T1dul- 
gence; and if a Mecium can be tound, whereby to fecure Us and content You, 
I ſhall nor be againſt ic. | 
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